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NATIONAL REPORT 


African Congresswoman To Visit South 

Despite State Dept. warning that she “may be 
insulted or humiliated,” Africa’s first Congress- 
woman, the Gold Coast’s Mabel Dove, announced in 
Washington that she would visit the South during 
a three-month, coast-to-coast tour of the United 
States. 

As a result of her insistence on visiting the South, 
State Dept. officials admitted that they have 
scheduled stops for Miss Dove in 
Montgomery, Ala., Atlanta, Ga., 
Durham, N. C., and Norfolk and 
Hampton, Va., in a 14-city trip 
which will last until the end of 
July. During the coast - to - coast 
trip, Miss Dove will travel 10,000 
miles, and meet scores of prom- 
inent Negroes on her first visit to 
this country. 

In preparations for the trip, Miss 
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Dove made it plain that she wanted to visit the South 
even if she had “to go alone.” Among the places she 
expressed a desire to visit were Montgomery, scene of 
the bus strike, and Atlanta and Durham, centers of big 
Negro businesses. She hopes to talk to Rev. M. L. King Jr., 
leader of the Alabama bus protest movement. 


Temporary Writ Outlaws NAACP In Alabama 


The Alabama NAACP was prohibited from conducting 
further business in the state, from organizing any new 
chapters and from collecting any more funds in a tem- 
porary injunction issued by Circuit Judge Walter B. Jones 
at the request of Atty. Gen. John Patterson. The group 
was given 30 days to file an answer and can ask the court 
to dissolve the injunction. In New York, NAACP Chief 
Legal Aide Thurgood Marshall declared: “We will abide 
by the injunction until such time as we move to have it 
set aside. At this moment, our legal staff is studying the 
Alabama law.” Patterson’s petition accused the NAACP 
of organizing and supporting the six-month-old Montgom- 
ery bus boycott and of employing Mrs. Autherine Lucy 
Foster and Pollie Anner Hudson to enroll at the University 
of Alabama. 






db] Senators Hear Civil Rights Plea: Testifying in behalf 
of civil rights bills at a Senate Judiciary Committee hear- 
ing in Washington, D. C., NAACP Executive Secretary Roy 
Wilkins urges passage. Committee Chairman James O. 
Eastland of Mississippi shunned hearing. 
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W] Demos Discuss Civil 
Rights: Presiding as 
chairman of the 
Michigan Democratic 
State Convention in 
Grand Rapids, Con- 
gressman Charles C. 
Diggs Jr. (1.), an? 
State Chairman Ne! 
Staebler discuss 
strong desegregation 
stand proposed by 
delegates. 








2 Maryland Beaches Open On Integrated Basis 

Maryland’s two main publicly-owned beaches admitted 
Negroes for the first time on an unsegregated basis to 
comply with a court order growing out of an NAACP 
suit. Negro bathers used the Sandy Point State Park 
beach, 15 miles south of Baltimore, without incident, 
but have not appeared at Ft. Smallwood, which is two 
miles south of the city. 


1,500 Riot In Knoxville Over Use Of Park 

Three white men, accused of touching off a brewing dis- 
pute between whites and Negroes over the use of a Knox- 
ville, Tenn., city recreation park located in a racially- 
mixed neighborhood, were arrested after a race riot in- 
volving more than 1,500 Negroes and whites. During the 
melee, a Negro woman was struck with a baseball bat and 
a shotgun blast was fired into a Negro home. Police Sgt. 
Emory Jackson, who led 18 officers to quell the disturb- 
ance, said the trouble “had been brewing for a day or two 
over whites and colored playing at Alexander Park.” Jack- 
son said two Negro boys “grabbed up a ball” being used 
by the white players in a baseball game and fled with it. 











0] Smashup: Their car a mass of tangled wreckage after 
it crashed into some farm equipment on a highway near 
Delaware Township, N. J., two youths are pinned in debris, 
but miraculously lived. Two other women in car also sur- 
vived crash, along with driver, who was thrown out. Third 
woman, who was thrown from car, died in collision how- 
ever. 
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Rioting Negro and white teen-agers virtually seized wd 
trol of a Lake Erie excursion boat during a day-long racial 
clash that ended when police seized youngsters as the 
boat docked in Buffalo, N. Y. Fifty persons were injured, 
and seven went to hospitals for treatment. Scattered fist 
fights and insults touched off the rioting earlier in the 
day among the crowd of 1,000 persons en route to Crystal 
Beach, Ontario, for the Memorial Day outing. On the 
return trip, according to witnesses, the fighting turned 
into “a nightmare of flashing knives and sobbing, fright- 
ened passengers.” Firecrackers were tossed with abandon. 
Eight Negroes and four whites, ranging in age from 15 to 
22, were arrested. Approximately eight out of every 10 
passengers aboard the boat, the Canadiana, were Ne- 
groes. The Federal Bureau of Investigation launched a 
full Sere of the incident. 
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Air Force Trainees Battle Aboard Train 
Fist-fighting broke out between white and Negro Air 
Force trainees on a special train carrying 150 men to 
Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas. A military 
source said the fights were not racial but individual in 
nature, while Clyde Frey, marshal of Crocker, Mo., where 
an Air Force officer boarded the train to quell disturb- 
ances, said he was told “there was some kind of racial 
dispute,” and that drinking may have caused the fighting. 


N. C. Midwife Loses License After Vote Try 


A veteran North Carolina midwife, Mrs. Maggie Garris, 
charged that her license was withdrawn after she at- 
$ tempted to register to vote in May. Mrs. Garris, who has 
been a midwife for 20 years in Northampton County, ac- 
cused Mrs. W. L. Taylor, the county registrar, of refusing 
to register her, and that several weeks later she was noti- 
fied that her license had been withdrawn. She held a 
Class A license. 
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Unidentified teen-ager being taken in custody during riot. 





CLBIFOLO OLE PCLEELEELEBIOLODELELELEL ELL EELEBLOULOLOLELLOLLLLS 


. 
7 














*l Civil Rights Speakers: Guest speakers at a Mammoth 
Civil Rights Rally sponsored by the Internationai Brother- 
hood of Sleeping Car Porters and other groups, Autherine 
Lucy (2nd from 1.) victim of University of Alabama riot- 
ing, and Mrs. Rosa Parks, who sparked Montgomery, Ala., 
bus strike, sit on speakers’ platform with Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt (1.) and actress Tallulah Bankhead in New 
York’s Madison Square Garden. 


Ga. Whites Honor Houseboy For 30 Yrs. Service 

An Atlanta fraternity houseboy was honored for 30 
consecutive years of service by having his portrait hung 
in the house, and a bank account established for him 
by alumni. He is Robert Gillon, who began serving at 
Georgia Tech’s Sigma Alpha Epsilon frat house when 
he was 16 years old. The amount of the bank account 
established for Gillon was not revealed. 











Wl Walks To Polls 
At 103: After 
walking one and 
a half miles to 
cast his vote in 
a Florida pri- 
mary at Jack- 
sonville, 103- 
year-old Will H. 
Harris is assist- 
ed in voting 
booth by pre- 
cinct inspector 
Mrs. Lena Mar- 
coni. Harris got 
a ride back 
home. 











Yesterday In Negro History 
June 8, 1953—After rejecting a bid from the New 
York Knickerbockers of the National Basketball 
Assn., Walter Dukes, 22, seven-foot Seton Hall All- 
American basketball star, signed a $25,000-a-year 
contract with the Harlem Globetrotters. 
June 12, 1799—Chevalier de Saint Georges, noted 
French Negro violinist, died 
in Paris at the age of 54. 
A skillful fencer as well 
as a gifted musician, Saint 
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fice | Georges was idolized by his 
30 countrymen. 

ing June 15, 1877—Henry O. 

1im Flipper graduated from 
at West Point and became the 

nen first Negro ever commis- 

unt sioned at the U. S. Military 


PHP PLS LI LPLLPLOLPALALELE LALA LLLLAL LS 





rrr 


Academy. Walter Pukes 


o 








LESSONS OF MONTGOMERY APPLIED IN FLA. 





“ >t. F 4 4 +8) Ail 1 : ‘¢ 
ES R Ji i FRAC! MUVES: 


’ 


The week-old Tallahassee, Fla., bus 
boycott, which spread from the Flori- 
da A. and M. University campus after 
the arrest of two coeds who refused 
to move to the rear of a bus, was con- 
tinued by “common consent” by 1,000 
Negroes who jammed a mass meeting 
to reject peace overtures from com- 
pany officials. 

i With nearly 100 cars forming a shut- 
Carrie Patterson’ tle service from 25 pick-up points, 95 
... refused to move. per cent of Negro bus passengers were 
either walking or using the car pool, as a hastily-formed 
Intercivic Council took over direction of the boycott under 
leadership of the Rev. C. K. Steele. 

Reports that settlement was coming over the weekend 
of June 1, were laid to Negro “Judases,” who had the ear 
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Grocer Dan Speed (1) keeps cars rolling to haul 1,200 Negroes 
daily. Rev. Lawrence Daymon was three-time target for police. 
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Lone passenger rides normall 
lumbers through campus w 


of downtown whites and 
had promised that the boy- 
cotters would accept the 
hiring of Negro drivers, and 
more courteous treatment 
as terms for calling off the 
movement, which reported- 
ly is costing the bus com- 
pany $200 daily. 

Meanwhile, tension 
mounted as police quickly 
arrested Negro car pool 
drivers on minor traffic vio- 
lations, and one minister, 
Rev. Lawrence Daymon, 
was stopped three times 
and arrested twice in the 
same day while transport- 
ing passengers. 





lucrative college run as bus 


ere students began boycott. 





Leading boycott, Rev. C. K. 
Steele is guarded by deacons. 
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Walking along bus route in “Frenchtown,” two women head 
for nearby gas station to get free ride to destination. 


‘ 4 ’ 
Boycott Leader Arrested on ‘Speeding’ Charge 

Leader of the boycott, the Rev. C. A. Steele, who is also 
local NAACP president, was also arrested and charged 
with speeding while working in the car pool. Rev. Steele 
reported receipt of threatening letters, and said that his 
wife, recovering from a year-old nervous breakdown, 
would be moved to her native Montgomery, Alabama, to 
get her away from threatening phone calls. Meanwhile, 
to forestall violence, deacons mounted a night-time guard 
at the pastor’s home. 

FAMU president, Dr. George Gore, gave a terse “no 
comment” when asked what, if any, disciplinary action 
was taken against Wilhelmina Jakes, 26, and Carrie Pat- 
terson, 20, who were arrested for refusal to give up their 
front bus seat. Both moved from their rooming house to 
the campus after a cross-burning in the front yard. Their 
case, following the custom of minor student violations, 
was turned over to college authorities for handling as 
police declined to prosecute after conferring with Munici- 
pal Judge John Rudd. 

Tallahassee’s 14,000 Negroes, meanwhile, were firm in 
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Waiting for cars, Saturday shoppers congregate at Speed’s 





Grocery, focal point of Tallahassee’s 25 pick-up stations. 


their intention to make the boycott stick until their de- 
mand for “first come, first served seating” was met by 


the Cities Transit Bus 
Company. While their 
request was not la- 
beled “integration,” 
they declared, “when 
we have paid our fare 
we want to sit any- 
where on a bus,” and 
bus and city officials 
would only promise 
that no Negro would 
(as in the past) have 
to get up to give a 
white person a seat if 
the bus was filled. 
Said one boycott lead- 
er, “we’re off now, and 
will stay off for five 
years if necessary.” 





Planning stretegy, boycott leaders 
meet with Atty. Theries Lindsey (rT). 
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Confidential: Top-runners for this year’s NAACP 
Springarn Medal are Montgomery strike leader Martin 
Luther King Jr., New York Judge Harold Stevens and 
Harlem Congressman Adam Clayton Powell . . . Vice 
President Richard Nixon is in the civil rights deg house 
again. Reason: he selected Maryland’s Glen Echo 
Amusement Park as the place for his kids to entertain 
the son of Indonesian President Sukarno, despite the 
fact that the park bans Negroes .. . The fall election 
campaigning may hit a new low in smears. Democrats 
have warned Dr. T. R. M. How rd, a recently-turned 
GOPer, to refrain from making wild charges against 
them on threat of divulging his past political record. 
* + of 


Visitor Of The Week: V’.1en Africa’s first woman legis- 
lator, the Gold Coast’s fiery Mabel Dove, showed up at 
a press confab, society writers were curious about a 
gold headband she wore. Explained Miss Dove: “Now 
don’t write that I’m some chieftain’s wife. I wear this 
band to be different. It’s my own creation.” 

a + * 


On Capitol Hill: None of the Deep 
South members of the Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee showed up when 
NAACPer Roy Wilkins testified in be- 
half of civil rights bills. The only com- 
mittee members present were Everett 
Dirksen of Illinois and Thomas C. 
Hennings Jr. of Missouri . . . The 
y Dixie Congressman (L. Mendel Rivers 

; a of South Carolina) who demanded 
W.M.Cobb that Adam Clayton Powell be brought 
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before a committee to explain his charges of Army Jim 

Crow is the same man Powell identified as the south- 

erner who ate dinner with him in Europe last summer 

. . . One of the hardest workers on Capitol Hill is Miss 

Frances Williams of Senator Herbert Lehman’s office. 

She is a legislative specialist on agricultural matters. 
* * * 


Scuttlebutt About Town: The biggest stir at rehearsals 
for the dinner program of the White House Correspond- 
ents Assn. involved the two Negro entertainers, Nat 
(King) Cole and Dizzy Gillespie. Both were almost an 
hour late and the delay annoyed Secret Service men, 
who wanted to clear the hotel room for precautionary 
measures . . . Newly-nominated D. C. Judge Austin 
Ficklin still is without his $17,500-a-year post. Reason: 
The Senate District Committee hasn’t called any hear- 
ings yet ... The government has summer jobs for 
college students. Apply at the Civil Service Comm. in 
Washington. 
* * oe 

Exclusives About People: Haitian ambassador to the 
U. S., Mauclair Zepherin, was the only 
colored member of a Pan-American 
delegation to visit Texas ... The 
country’s toughest Urban League post 
(Washington, D. C.) is vacant—Lisle 
Carter resigned . . . Howard Medical 
school’s brilliant W. Montague Cobb 
has a piece in the National Medical 
Assn. journal urging Negro medics to 
spend more time developing leaders 
and scholars. —SIMEON BOOKER 














Lady Trumpeter Heads African Religious Cult e 

A trumpet-playing African, who claims she rose from U 
the dead and that Christ spoke to her in a vision two fi 
years ago then placed a Bible on her head, has started n 
a new religious movement in Northern Rhodesia and 


Nyasaland which has 100,000 followers, according to a H 
Church of England missionary. The woman, Lenshina 

Alice, reportedly has become wealthy off Africans who t] 
trek as much as 400 miles from Tanganyika to bring her Ci 
pennies. She maintains that there is one god for b 
Africans and another for Europeans. kc 
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BRITISHE R LE ADS DOUBLE LIFE | A 








A retired business- th 

man with a dark se- 
cret is white Frank t] 
Douglas, 64, a pillar el 
of society in Twick- tc 
enham, Middlesex, h 
England. For when e} 
the spirit strikes h 
him, Douglas—aided h: 
by a wig, dark make- ol 
up, false teeth and t lie 
wire coils to widen be 

Frank Douglas ..as .. Koboko Aswari his nostrils—turns 
Negro to stroll the streets and parks near his home. To re 
Douglas, it is simply a lark. Says he: “My dear chap, it’s D 
simply that I enjoy a good joke.” To those acquainted with li 
his dual role as Frank Douglas, white, and Koboko Aswari, ” hi 
African, the deception is amazing. A 
Londoners think the Koboko side of Douglas is really a st 
colored friend from the Gold Coast who comes to buy a m 


bug spray for cocoa beans and to visit with Douglas. Even di 
West Africans who meet him on the street do not believe 
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Ethiopian Applies To Enter Naval Academy 

Zaudie Makuria, a graduate of the University of London 
and resident of Addis Ababa, applied for admission to the 
U. S. Naval Academy at Annapolis, Md., and became the 
first Ethiopian ever to seek such entrance. His admission 
must yet be approved by Congress. 


Home-Made Snuff Giving Africans Cancer 

African dippers of home-made snuff were warned that 
the product, manufactured in some rural areas, causes 
cancer of the nose and sinuses. The warning was issued 
by a team of Johannesburg General Hospital doctors, fol- 
lowing a survey. 
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* AS A WHITE MAN AND A NEGRO 


the deception. 

Douglas began 
the disguise 
eight years ago 
to fool a friend, 
has kept it up 
ever since. Says 
he: “When I 
have the disguise 
on, I really be- 
lieve I am Ko- 
boko.” 

There is one 
restriction on 
Douglas’ double 
life, however: 
” his wife objects. 
Admits prank- 
ster Douglas 
meekly: “I only 


do it when she’s Wearing disguise on park bench, Douglas’ 
not around. identity is unsuspected by white women. 
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Real Wife Finds N. Y. Stoning Victim After 8 Years 
; Bs A 44-year-old eleva- 
tor operator whose 
newly - purchased 
home in The Bronx, 
N. Y., was stoned by 
white neighbors, was 
found guilty of non- 
support in New York 
Domestic Relations 
Court and ordered to 
pay his abandoned 
wife $5,000 in delin- 
quent support. The 
man, Percy Hill, 
/_ moved into his two- 

Hill and “girl friend.” story, frame $12,500 
house in February, and whites began harassing him al- 
most at once. When his picture, and that of a 48-year-old 
woman he identified as his “wife” appeared in JET, Mrs. 
Josephine Hill of Pleasantville, N. J., recognized him as 
the husband she had not seen since 1948. Hill explained 
that the woman he lived with—and who helped on the 
down payment for the house—was “a girl friend” named 
Cora Thompson. He said he had last seen his wife in 1948, 
when he paid her $15-a-week support then “lost track of 
her.’”’ Domestic Relations Judge Frederick Backer ordered 
Hill to pay the $5,000 or serve six months in jail. 


Would Give Up U. S. Citizenship For White Wife 

A 25-year-old man, Clarence Munford, who married a 
21-year-old German woman after she visited a sister in 
Cleveland last February, said he wants to become a Cana- 
dian because “being a mixed couple, I think we would 
be happier.” Muxford made the statement in Montreal 
after immigration officials instructed him to apply for a 
U. S. passport so he could be granted Canadian immigrant 
status. His wife is on a holiday trip to Germany. 
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Chicago Women Brawl Over Muddy Waters 
Bandleader McKinley (Muddy Waters) Morgenfield was 
charged with malicious mischief and fighting after three 
women started a brawl in a Chicago lounge where he 
was appearing, and smashed windows in his station 
wagon. Arrested along with Waters were Dorothy Shelton, 
19, who police said was angry because the record artist had 
stopped seeing her; Geraldine Williams, 25; Ruth John- 
son, and Waters’ chauffeur-manager, James Triplett, 27. 


Stabs Common-Law Wife, Backs Car Over Her 

A 33-year-old automobile worker, Major Porter, who 
stabbed his common-law wife, Doris Fields, 26, after a 
quarrel then backed his car onto her and fled, was ar- 
rested and held without charge by Pontiac, Mich., police. 
Miss Fields was reportedly in fair condition despite three 
knife wounds in her shoulder and several broken ribs. 





Di Deejays Wed: After her marriage to famed white disc 
jockey Sidney (Symphony Sid) Torrin in Boston, Eliza- 
beth Péna (r.) who works as deejay under the name of 
Betty Ansley, is kissed by radio station WBMS Vice Presi- 
dent Norman Furman while the bridegroom gets a kiss 
from his new mother-in-law, Mrs. Justina Péna. 
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Unwed Mother, 16, Accused Of Killing Baby 

A 16-year-old unwed mother, Barbara A. Lee, who gave 
birth to a baby girl, then allegedly caused her death by 
stuffing tissue paper in her throat, was arrested and held 
on a manslaughter charge in Baltimore. The accused 
girl’s mother, Mrs. Mary L. Lee, said: “I didn’t know 
she was expecting. She was the same size as she has 
always been. It certainly didn’t show.” 


Kilied In Row Over Woman 

The Negro butler-chauffeur of 
Tennessee Governor Frank Clem- 
ent, 34-year-old Orlando Traylor, 
was stabbed to death in an argu- 
ment over a woman according to 
Nashville police. Held for murder is 
Jim Claude Young, 30, in front of 
whose house Traylor was knifed 
twice in the heart. Traylor lived in 
the servants’ quarters at the Clem- 
ent mansion, was general handy- 
man for the governor. 


Bus Strike Lawyer To Wed 

Atty. Fred D. Gray, lawyer for the 
Montgomery Improvement Assn., 
which is conducting the Montgom- 
ery, Ala., bus strike, will marry Miss 
Bernice E. Hill at the Holt Street 
Baptist Church on June 17. 





<q 
Wi Prize Package: Chosen Miss New 
York to carry the city banner in 
the June finals of the Miss U. S. 
Pageant contest, pretty Aida 
Aguirre, 18, resorts to an old fem- 
inine hiding place as she tucks her 
first prize certificate safely into 
her stocking. 
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») A Kiss For The Bride: After her marriage to Lawrence 
Perkins (2d from 1.) in New York, Thelma Dale offers her 
hand to restaurant chain owner Barney Josephson for 
a courtly kiss while Nathan Kaplan (1.), president of 
Belmont-Plaza Banquet, Inc., and Robert H. Watson (r.), 
Belmont-Plaza secretary-treasurer, await their turns. 
Bride and groom are employed by firm. 


4 Whites Denied Bond In Mississippi Rape Of Girl 

Four white men, who confessed to the kidnap-rape of 
16-year-old Annette Butler recently, were denied bonds 
and ordered returned to their jail cells in Pike County, 
Miss., pending action by the county grand jury in Octo- 
ber. The four: Ernest Dillon, 29; Duroa Duncan, 20; 
Olen Duncan, 21, and Ollie Dillon, 44, who was charged 
only with aiding in her abduction from her home near 
Magnolia. 


Graham Jackson’s Ex-Wife Says Alimony Behind 
Graham W. Jackson, nationally-known Atlanta musi- 
cian, was charged with being $750 in arrears in alimony 
payments to his second wife, Lurlene, and was ordered to 
show cause why he should not be held in contempt of 
court. Jackson, in a 1953 decree, was ordered to pay the 
local schoolteacher $125 a month permanent alimony. He 
lives with his third wife and son on White House Drive. 
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X} Open New Insurance Firm Branch: Opening the new 
Gary, Ind., branch office of the Chicago Metropolitan Mu- 
tual Assurance Co., President T. P. Harris (c.) snips rib- 
bon with aid of Gary office manager Boyd Jarrell (1.) and 
Melvin McNairy, firm vice presid.nt and agency director. 


Chicagoan Wins Award For Work In Chemistry 

Dr. Lloyd A. Hall, technical director of 
Chicago’s Griffith Laboratories, was 
awarded the 1956 Honor Scroll of the 
Chicago Chapter of the American Insti- 
tute of Chemists “because of his intense 
interest and influence in promoting pro- 
fessional attitudes and constructive ac- 
tions in the profession of chemistry.” 
Dr. Hall, a past chairman of the chapter, 
is slated to receive the scroll at an Octo- 
Dr. Hall ber testimonial banquet. 
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North Carolina A. & T. Sued By Bursar’s Widow 

The Trustee Board of North Carolina A. & T. College 
in Greensboro was sued by the widow of the school’s 
former bursar, N. C. Webster, who died in a state hos- 
pital last year after he was dismissed from the college 
following a conviction on embezzlement charges. Mrs. 
Hattie Webster sought to recover $1,886.60 she claims 
Webster paid to the State Retirement System during his 
employment. 


Ga. Whites Bar Negro Use Of $232,000 School 
Construction on a 95 per cent-complete, $232,000 school 
building was halted by the Georgia Board of Education 
after Brewton residents objected that the building, 
planned for 700 Negro students, is in a white community. 
At its April meeting the Board said it was “unalterably 
opposed” to using the structure for Negroes and refused 
to pay salaries, transportation, maintenance and opera- 
tion if the Brewton school is occupied by Negro students. 





bl Negro Graduate 
At Ala. College: 
About to receive a 
bachelor of science 
degree as the first 
Negro graduate in 
the 126-year his- 
tory of Spring Hill 
College at Mobile, 
Ala., Mrs. Fannie 
Ernestine Motley 
marches at Com- 
mencement exer- 
cises with white 
classmates. She is 
wife of Plateau, 
Ala., minister. 
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College Honors Woman Who Gave Fortune To Dallas 
A Dallas, Texas, Negro widow, who willed $325,000 in 
mid-city property to the Community Chest when she dies, 
had a Bishop College award named in her honor by busi- 
ness and professional leaders. Income from a $1,000 fund 
will be given annually as a Pearl C. Anderson award. 


Howard U. Prof To Head Calif. School District 

Dr. Paul F. Lawrence, a Howard University education 
professor, was named superintendent of schools for the 
Willowbrook (Calif.) School District and became the first 
Negro ever to head an integrated school system in the 
state. Dr. Lawrence is slated to fill the three-year, $10,000- 
a-year post on July 1. 


LSU Refuses To Ban Racially-Mixed Athletics 

The Louisiana State University Board of Supervisors 
refused to bar the school from playing racially-mixed 
teams after a vote on the prospective ban found them 
tied seven-seven, and lacking a majority of the 14 
members to pass the resolution. Voting against the pro- 
posal were supporters or appointees of Gov. Earl K. 
Long. 











































W White Texans 
Honor Postman: 
Proudly appraising 
the 1956 Texas Tech 
yearbook, La _ Ven- 
tana, Lubbock, Texas 
postman Dudley 
Johns is first Negro 
ever to have the year- 
book dedicated to 
him by Tech students. 
Johns, campus mail- 
'/ man since 1941, was 
cited with a notation 
| in the yearbook. 
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1 Lose Bid To Enter White School: Taking entrance tests 
for admission to the all-white Memphis State College 
Graduate School, Aline Sykes and O’Ferrell Nelson learned 
later they failed exams, as did 9 whites among 16 persons 
taking test. It was Nelson’s second try. 


Fisk Coed Refuses To Budge, Bus Delayed In Ala. 

A Fisk University coed, who refused to leave her seat in 
the “white section” of a Florida-bound Greyhound bus, 
caused the bus to be delayed in Birmingham, where the 
bus driver sought help of police. The trip was resumed 
later when Betty Jo Johnson of Dade City, Fla., agreed to 
comply with the driver’s request. 


Integration To Save Okla. $1 Million In °56-’57 

Oklahoma public school officials revealed that more 
than $1 million will be saved in the 1956-57 school year 
through the closing of 52 Negro high schools and integra- 
tion of pupils. Education department finance officer Roy 
Evans estimated 155 Negro teachers lost their jobs when 
21 high schools closed to integration during the 1955-56 
term. 
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\) Top Students: Awarded a music scholarship to Okla- 
homa College for Women and the first Negro to be en- 
rolled there, Selma Franklyn Woody (1.) of Oklahoma 
City practices on piano while Euphenia Goodlow (r.), who 
won five scholastic awards (more than any other student 
in Oklahoma system) collects some of her citations. Both 
are Douglass High School graduates. 


Kentucky Negro Teachers Merge With Whites 

The 70-year-old Kentucky Teachers (Negro) Assn. 
voted to disband and its members will join the Kentucky 
Education Assn., a former all-white group which has ac- 
cepted Negroes since 1954. 


Fine Florida Principal For Beating Ex-Teacher 

A veteran Ocala, Fla., school principal, James F. Boss, 
was found guilty of severely beating a former woman 
schoolteacher and was permitted to resign from his job 
by the local school board. Boss pleaded no defense to 
charges by Ruth Mae Singletary, now a beautician, and 
was fined $100 or 50 days in jail. 
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WEEKLY ALMANAC 


ALIBI OF THE WEEK. In Cleveland, after 23- 

year-old Richard Taylor’s car careened around 
a corner and plummeted into two parked cars, Taylor ex- 
plained to police what had happened. His alibi: he had 
rubbed his hands over his “conked” hair before making 
the turn, and they became too slippery for him to hold 
the wheel and control his auto. Police accepted his alibi, 
released him without charges. 





EXPLANATION OF THE WEEK. Accused of rob- 

bing a Washington, D. C., gas station of $70 
after asking for 16 cents worth of gasoline, Wardell 
Broady, 24, explained why he was hiding barefooted 
behind an icebox in his home when arrested. Broady’s 
explanation: “The police have been bothering me and 
when somebody yelled ‘Police!’ just now, I sort of hid 
natural-like. I just got back from Georgia.” 


PERSISTENT SALESMAN OF THE WEEK. In 

Baltimore, storm window salesman Clarence L. 
Blaker, 37, was fined $225 after a prospective customer, 
Mrs. Georgiana Johnson, refused to buy his wares and 
Blaker: 1) sent real estate, appliance and furniture sales- 
men to her home; 2) had a load of lumber and a truck- 
load of topsoil delivered to her; 3) sent a man to talk to 
her about a $5,000 swimming pool; and 4) had an under- 
taker call at her home to pick up a corpse. 


HITCH-HIKER OF THE WEEK. While drinking 

with cronies near Los Angeles. railroad tracks, 
31-year-old Norman Webb, unemployed longshoreman, 
said to friends as a train rolled by: “I think I'll catch 
that train.” Webb then ran and grabbed for one of the 
cars, lost his balance, and was cut in half under the 
wheels. 
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UNDERSTATEMENT OF THE WEEK. Arrested 
= after he went to the home of his estranged wife, 
Claudine Adams, 25, and: 1) threatened to shoot her with 
a gun; 2) beat her with a bottle; and 3) stabbed her sev- 
eral times with a knife, 32-year-old Stanley Adams ex- 
plained to police: “I was only trying to scare her.” 


SUSPECT OF THE WEEK. After Chicago police 





Jerry and friend. 


“= locked up Herman D. Hopkins, 19, as a pick- 


pocket suspect, they soon had 
cause to believe their suspi- 
cions well-founded. Reason: 
Hopkins apparently picked 
the jailer’s pocket, stole his 
keys and escaped. 


ESCAPE ARTIST OF 
——= "= THE WEEK. In New 
Augusta, Miss., Perry County 
authorities began to wonder if 
16-year-old James Carter was 
taking lessons from Houdini. 
Reason: he was still at large 
after his third escape from 
jail in three months. 











< o 

PAL OF THE WEEK. 
== Awakening to the 
smell of smoke in his second- 
floor Chicago apartment, 
nine-year-old Jerry Ballenger 
slipped quickly into his 
clothes, and ran a block-and- 
a-half in his stocking feet to 
pull an alarm. Later, Jerry 
explained why he hadn’t had 
time to put on his shoes: he 
was too busy saving his pet 
dog, Dynamite. 








. 
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Burks (rear) after police visit. 


24S 2S zi ROUNDUP OF THE WEEK. Tipped off that 47- 
isi year-old Joe Burks had been seen prowling rail- 
road property, Memphis police dropped in on Burks, dis- 
covered they needed a trailer. Reason: Burks’ suspected 
loot included: two cow horns for calling coon dogs, seven 
shotguns and rifles, a child’s wagon, a sledgehammer, 
railroad lanterns, an iron stove, a bicycle, kitchenware, 
floodlights, a posthole digger, an outboard motor, cans 
of paint, radios, window screening and other items. En 
route to jail, Burks, who claimed all items were either 
gifts or purchases, tried to steal a flashlight from a 
deputy. 


WARNING OF THE WEEK. Before being fined 
$25 after he was caught in a gambling raid, 
Heiry Byrd of East St. Louis, Ill., explained why he was 
unable to escape with two dozen other men after a look- 
out sang a warning. The warning, sung to the tune of 
World War I song Over There: “The cops are coming; the 
cops are coming; you better start running; you better 
start running.” Explained Byrd: ‘I’m 55 years old and not 
as spry as the others. If he had started singing a little 
earlier, I would have had time to make it.” 
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Woros or tHe Weex 


President Eisenhower, being quoted after hearing Dizzy 
Gillespie’s band play Hail To The Chief at the White 
House correspondents’ dinner: “J like that man and what 
he’s done for us overseas. But what was he playing?” 


A. Philip Randolph, an AFL-CIO vice president, on Com- 
munism: “In view of the problems incident to color, Ne- 
groes cannot bear the burden of being black and red at the 
same time. And if they would win the fight for equality 
and decency, they cannot afford to be black and yellow.” 


Mrs. Ollie Calvin, explaining in a Detroit court why she 
didn’t believe her husband, the father of 10, was guilty of 
fathering another woman’s child: “My husband is home 
every night. He always brings me his pay check, so he 
couldn’t have had any girl friend on the side.” 


Dinah Washington, after claiming that her boy friend 
kicked in her Detroit hotel door: “When I try to be nice 
to men, they don’t appreciate it. When I marry them, they 
think that’s a signal to sit down and make me take care 
of them. I ain’t going to hold still for that no more. All 
I want is a man to love me.” 


Mary Ella Grigg of Detroit, explaining (in court) why she 
stole three blouses in a downtown store: “I planned to 
give them to my sister for a belated birth- 
day present.” 


Eartha Kitt, the $5,000-a-week night club 
singer-actress, after making a London 
TV appearance for a mere $242: “I do 
think that my earnings at the moment 
are ridiculously high for anyone my age, 
and I don’t think that anyone my age 
should make that much money.” 





Eartha Kitt 
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THE WEEK'S 
BEST PHOTOS 


Bill McCuddy 

i Memories For Papa Mills: His right leg amputated as a 
result of hardening of the arteries, John Mills Sr., 75- 
year-old father of the famous singing Mills Brothers, 
reminisces over photo of himself with his sons at his 

» Belfontaine, Ohio, home. He sang with them until 1955. 
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Wide World 
D) ‘May Queen’ Willie: Sliding his foot into a size 11 slip- 
per, New York Giant baseball star Willie Mays (1.) begins 
dressing up in disguise as blonde “Queen of the May” (r.) 
for a mystery guest appearance on the ABC-TV show 
Masquerade Party. Despite get-up, panel identified him. 
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Isaac Sutton 
bl Emmett Till Memoriam: Commemorating the Missis- 
sippi murder of her son, Emmett Till, 14, slain nine 
months ago, Mrs. Mamie Bradley places a Memcrial Day 
wreath at his unmarked grave in Chicago. Mrs. Bradley, 
who left job for NAACP tour, is still unemployed. 
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@. Marshall Wilson 
Wl Antique Powwow: Visiting the International Antiques 
Show at New York Coliseum, model Katherine Gay at- 
tempts to wrestle a tomahawk from the grasp of an 
old cigar store wooden Indian. Kathy is telephone com- 
pany business office employee. 
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New York Daily News 
)) Surprise Party: Crawling over the transom of a New 
York grocery store, 17-year-old William Alan finds a sur- 
prise party comprised of two policemen, Leonard Kolberg 
(1.) and John Costello, waiting for him. The thoroughly 
amazed Alan was charged with attempted burglary. 


37 








GERRI MAJOR’S 
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Femmes of the nation’s capital are 
snooping on Ben Ali, handsome import from Trinidad, 
BWI, and an aristocratic doll from Chevy Chase ... Seen 
frequently on the arm of Philadelphia bachelor Dr. D. V. 
Chomodomly is the native beauty and top-drawer socialite 
Edna Thomas... For the girl who can take Mississippi 
in stride, the state’s only Negro optometrist, thirtyish 
Dr. David White of Jackson, remains unmarried after one 
unlucky try . .. Atlanta businessman Bill Estes is hand- 
holding with schoolmarm Janie Barnes... There’s a Sam 
Owens in New York City who plays a crazy piano, and a 
Sam Owens in Richmond, Va.. who plays like crazy ... 
The most sought after 
widower in Augusta’s 
(Ga.) professional set 
is rehearsing for an 
altar march with Sa- 
rah Bryant of the 
socialite Garnett clan. 





RD) Can-Can Cutups: 
Appearing in can-can 
garb at the Los An- 
geles Medical, Dental 
and Pharmaceutical 
Assn. musical trave- 
logue show, Dr. A. R. 
Tweed and Dr. Roy 
Andrews (from l.) 
show their slender, 
garter-adorned legs to 
Dr. Geraldine Woods 
at Embassy Auditori- 
um. 
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d] West Indies Bound: Sailing from New York aboard the 
Isle de France for a three-month tour of the Caribbean 
and the West Indies, Dr. Godfrey Nurse, who recently 
gave $100,000 to Harlem Hospital for surgical research, 
makes himself comfortable on the ship’s sun deck. 


nAUES 
TRAVELOGUE As a graduation present for her 12- 
year-old son, Nobel Jr., who completed the preparatory 
course at Palmer Memorial, New York, style consultant, 
Ethel Sissle, took him and her daughter, Cynthia, to visit 
relatives in Miami and booked a two-week stay in Cuba’s 
Hotel Nacional ... When President Sukarno of Indonesia 
visited the nation’s capital, our State Department com- 
missioned photographer Robert Scurlock to film in color 
every phase of the VIP’s stay .. . Pat Patterson, the Chi- 
cagoan who was a G-girl in Europe and the unpaid guide 
of hundreds of visiting friends, sails June 28th with an in- 
terracial student group which she will shepherd through 
eight European countries. 
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HIC H FASHION Bobby Short, a favorite entertainer in 
the international set, wears $300 custom made tuxedos 
with red linings, collects cuff links and owns a pearl set 
with matching studs, but laughs: “I usually sport a 29- 
cent pair, like them best of all” . . . Washington socialite 
Lucille Gayle brightens DeeCee functions with a six-inch 
rhinestone bracelet, and sandals held on with rhinestone 
straps, and spiked with rhinestone studded heels... Har- 
lem dress designer Stefan tells his models: “Forget what 
the doctors tell you. Tight clothes improve your circula- 
tion—among men”... On her recent visit to Philadelphia, 
red-headed Helen Howard (Mrs. T. R. M. formerly of 
Mound Bayou, Miss.) turned several glamor girls from 
brown to green when she made an entrance wearing a 
white Belgium linen ballerina gown embroidered in white 
beads, under a full-length white doeskin coat lined with 
red satin and embroidered with beads matching those of 
the dress. Her hostess, Vangie Bonner, was sheathed in 
white satin with a high, back slit in the skirt, a copy of a 
design for the Princess of Monaco... In the international 
wardrobe of DeeCee’s Mrs. Hildrus Poindexter, wife of 
tropical medicine expert, are a black beaded sheath from 
China, a stole from India, pearls from Yugoslavia, and 
rings, earrings and bracelets from Egypt. 





New Prexy: 
Elected national 
president of the 
Gay Northeastern- 
ers at their Phila- 
delphia convention, 
Mrs. Marion Thom- 
as (l.) receives 
gavel from former 
president, Mrs. 
Mary McEnheimer 
(r.), aS Mrs. Ester 
Little look on. 
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bw) Talented Les 
Dames: Taking 
part in a musi- 
cal comedy hour 
staged by the Les 
Dames club at 
Los Angeles’ 
Club Oasis, 
Gladys Mondy 
drapes herself 
in a white stole 
to pantomime 
Eartha Kitt’s 
fabulous C’est Si 
Bon number, 
while Ruth Epps 
(r.) whirls like 
a Latin siren 
through her ver- 
sion of Mambo 
Tango. 








Rumbles from the West Coast 
indicate all is not love and light in one of the fabulous 
households . . . New York’s amusement tax prevented 
Rubye Johnson from making her singing debut in the 
Harlem rendezvous which Count Basie and Donald Stan- 
ford opened with her husband Sol as manager... When 
Charles E. Wilson, famous for the laborer-dog contro- 
versy, presented a citation to E. Simms Campbell as a 
member of the team of cartoonists who entertained 
troops overseas, the Defense Secretary remarked: “I will 
remember you as the man who draws the girls I like, 
and you probably will always think of me as the man 
who put his foot in his mouth.” 
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PEOPLE ARE 


TEETES TUTE C CCE RC ROCUREFUES ECE SECCURPESCS EL CCE 


That well-to-do, retired Houston Sugar Hill principal 
who threatens to sue his young love for breach of 
promise. Seems the ex-school administrator, who’s in 
his 70s, claims he educated the young lady at Prairie 
View College on the basis she’d marry him after she 
graduated. “She made the proposition, now she’s re- 
neged,” he sobs. 


That Syracuse playboy who whipped his chick and 
then tried to kiss her. She consented, but bit the tip 
of his tongue so hard he had to have it stitched. He 
drank some whisky to ease the pain, but the lush 
swelled it to the size of a hunk of Bologna and landed 
him in a hospital. 


The wife of that Baltimore medico who was about to 
put in a stolen-car complaint to the cops when her 
husband handed her a set of keys and told her to “take 
these outside and see what they will fit.” It was a 1956 
hardtop convertible Victoria. 


The pledge Mississippi Negro schoolteachers must take. 
They have to swear, honor bright, that they are not, 
never have been and never will be members of the 
NAACP in order to keep their jobs. 


That big-shot ex-schoolteacher-principal whose career 
was shortened in Durham, N. C., by an 18-month 
sentence on the North Carolina chain gang for a 
series of drunken-driving raps. Despite a long list of 
charges against him during the last three years, this 
was his first time in court on boozing complaints. 


That group of Maryland county schoolteachers who 
are urging Negro parents not to send their kids to 
white schools. Reason: they’re afraid of losing their 
jobs. 














TALKING ABOUT 


PEPPCERETESEP SAPP STP P LOSE RESERE PILE LES Y Es J 
| 


| ~The crazy, mixed-up rock ’n’ roll in Houston’s vast 
City Auditorium, where the cops got an unscheduled 
workout trying to stop white girls from dancing with 
Negro men. They broke up a first-floor session only to 
have other mixed couples start rug-cutting in the 

| second and third balconies. Foiled, the bulls groaned: 
“to hell with ’em!” 


That well-known Los Angeles Negro “recruit officer” 
for UCLA athletic talent who was named in the report 
which resulted in the school being fined heavily and 
banned from the Rose Bowl for three years for alleged 
“under the table” payments to athletes. 


That NW Washington, D. C., businessman who owns 
three homes, a trucking business, a boat, Cadillac and 
a poolroom, who is being sued for support by his wife, 
mother of two children, who charges he’s found a 
new love in a young thing half his age. 


.The situation in Greenville, N. C., in which a local 
‘“pusinessman who “rode high” until his otherwise 
meek, submissive little wife followed a “cool parlayer” 
to Washington, D. C., where she stayed for awhile be- 
S fore coming back to whip her old man’s head with a 
poker and take a couple of shots at him. 


Why that Cleveland chick rushed to a photographer 
‘to get a glamor shot of herself for her boy friend, 
a detective, who was later busted to patrolman for 

¢ kicking her down some stairs. She refused to prose- 
cute him on assault charges. 


.The release of a loan department teller-clerk from an 
‘Atlanta Auburn Ave. bank after some alleged missing 
items showed up on his balance sheet. The bank, it 
was said, is not prosecuting and refuses to reveal the 
nature or extent of the shortages, believed covered by 
’ insurance. —Dan BURLEY 
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| JOURNALISM _/ 


Newsman Honored After 40 Years On N. J. Daily 

After 40 years on the editorial staff of 
the Newark Star-Ledger, one of New 
Jersey’s leading newspapers, 76-year-old 
William Maxwell filed his last feature 
story and retired. First Negro ever em- 
ployed full time on the 115-year-old 
newspaper (circ. 520,000 daily and Sun- 
day), Maxwell rose from occasional 
church and school news contributor to 
— feature editor. Also employed on the 

Maxwell Star-Ledger is librarian Emerson Max- 
well, a son of the veteran newsman, and theater editor 
Bernice Maxwell, a daughter. A second son, Jocko Max- 
well, is a veteran disc jockey and television personality 
in Newark. Maxwell, author of several books and numer- 
ous articles and short stories, will spend his retirement 
completing several books now in the works. 


Fire Damages Editor’s Home In White Ill. Area 
Fire caused $1,000 damage to the nearly-completed 

home in a white residential area of John Kirkpatrick, 

editor of an East St. Louis, Ill., newspaper, The Crusader. 





Kirkpatrick said a burning cross was put on the lot | 


several months ago, before he started building his home. 
However, he ignored it and proceeded with construction. 


Novelists Ellison And Baldwin Get Cash Awards 

Ralph Ellison, author of The Invisible Man, and novel- 
ist James Baldwin, author of Go Tell It On The Mountain, 
were among 11 writers sharing $15,000 in awards from 
the National Institute and the American Academy of Let- 
ters in New York. Ellison received a renewal of last year’s 
fellowship to finish a work still in progress. Baldwin 
received a $1,000 grant. 
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\ MEDICINE | 





6 Pass Entrance Exams For Lily-White D. C. School 

Six girls passed preliminary entrance tests for Wash- 
ington’s Capital City School of Nursing and will be 
the first Negroes admitted if they pass further standard- 
ized national tests, according to District Commissioner 
David B. Karrick. School officials had declared it was only 
coincidental that enrollment was all-white. 


N. J. Medic’s Home Stripped For Protection 

The removal of furniture from the home of vacation- 
ing Newark, N. J., dental surgeon Thomas L. Bell by his 
estranged wife, Juanita, was done to protect the property 
after a housekeeper hired by Dr. Bell informed Mrs. Bell 
she was leaving the premises, police learned. Earlier, it 
was reported that the home had been stripped of 
$10,000 worth of furnishings while Dr. Bell was away, 
but further investigation revealed the property to be only 
about $500 worth of household goods, purchased jointly 
by Dr. Bell and his wife, who is seeking divorce. 





Dl Discuss Israel 
MedicalAid: 
At a reception 
in Chicago, actor 
Melvyn Douglas 
(l.) and Col. 
Jacob M. Arvey 
(r.), political fig- 
ure, discuss es- 
tablishment of 
Dr. Theodore K. 
Lawless’ Derma- 
tology Depart- 
ment at Israel’s 
Beilinson Hos- 
pital. 

















| RELIGION | 


Prophet Changes Hospitals, May Have Cancer 

Prophet James F. Jones was transferred from Detroit’s 
Receiving Hospital to Grace Hospital in a move authorized 
by Judge O. Z. Ide after hospital officials told him that the 
Prophet may be a possible cancer victim. Meanwhile, his 
trial on a morals charge filed by policeman John Henry 
is still pending. 


Presbyterians Take Firm Stand On Desegregation 


A report urging real estate firms to sell their houses 
to qualified purchasers regardless of race, that employers 
break down discrimination patterns and that politicians 
work toward removal of the poll tax was adopted by the 
Presbyterian Church at its Philadelphia convention. 
“Nowhere in our land,” the report said, “can Negroes, and 
to a lesser extent other minority persons, escape the 
indignity of segregation or discrimination in one form 
or another.” 





« 


Wi Russians Visit Chicago Church: Worshiping at Chica- | ' 


go’s Olivet Baptist Church, a Russian church delegation 
joins Rev. J. H. Jackson (3rd from 1.) in pulpit. Russians, 


who were served chicken dinner and homemade ice cream | 


and later visited a bank founder, were repaying visit 
made to Russia last August by American clergymen. 
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Wl White Congregation Welcomes Negro Pastor: Af‘z2r de- 
livering sermon as the first Negro pastor of Chicago’s 
Sixth United Presbyterian Church, Dr. A. L. Reynolds is 
congratulated by members of congregation. Services, 
which normally attract 50 members, drew 300. 


Atlanta Pastor Accidentally Shot In Head 

A 39-year-old Atlanta pastor, Rev. Robert Julian Smith, 
was shot in the forehead and suffered a surface bullet 
wound when he reportedly knocked his small-caliber re- 
volver from a bannister in his parsonage home and the 
weapon accidentally discharged. The Mount Moriah Bap- 
tist Church parson, divorced from his wife for several 
years, said he was alone in the Ashby St. dwelling at the 
time of the incident. He is licensed to carry a weapon. 


Negro Holds Ist Sermons At White Maine Churches 

Rev. Joseph R. Washington, the first Negro to become 
minister of an all-white congregation in Maine, held his 
first services at the two churches in Newfield and West 
Newfield. About 80 of the total of 100 members in the two 
churches heard the 25-year-old native of Madison, Wis., 
speak. 
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George W. Cox, 66, vice 
president and agency direc- 
tor of the North Carolina 
Mutual Life Insurance Co.; 
of a heart ailment; at his 
Durham home .. . Valaida 
Snow, 41, veteran interna- 
tional singing star; of a 
cerebral hemorrhage; in 
( New York. In 1942 Miss 
Miss Snow Snow was placed in a Ger- 
man concentration camp for refusing to sing for Nazi 
troops in Denmark where she was on tour . . . William T. 
Chase, 71, ex-associate editor and circulation manager of 
the old Washington Eagle; of a heart attack; at his D. C. 
home. 


2 Whites Hurl Acid In N. Y. Labor Leader’s Face 
Two white men hurled acid into the face of Jersey 
City labor leader Antone Thatcher, 38, then fled as he 
stood on a New York street corner in an incident similar 
to a recent attack which blinded white labor columnist 
Victor Riesel. Thatcher’s sight is not in danger and his 
condition is good, according to St. Vincent hospital offi- 
cials. Police questioned him about any recent threats 
and discounted the possibility of the attack being an 
outgrowth of union activity. 
3 Memphis Rubber Workers Charge Layoff Bias 
Three Memphis Firestone Tire and Rubber Co. em- 
ployees who claimed they were laid off while employees 
with less seniority were retained, filed suit against the 
company and the local rubber workers union, charging 
racial discrimination. Coraine Smith, Thomas Jenkins 
and Glenn Brown asked for damages resulting from their 
job losses. 
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Joe Louis Fractures 2 Ribs Wrestling 

Former heavyweight champion Joe Louis fractured two 
ribs in the wrestling ring. The injury was suffered at an 
indeterminate time recently, but was discovered in Detroit 
after Joe complained of pains and was examined by Dr. 
Robert C. Bennett. Joe, who had been wrestling six 
nights a week in the U. S. and Canada, was advised to 
take a lay-off until the injury heals. 


Houston, Head Of Calif. Athletic Board, Resigns 

Norman O. Houston, Chairman of the California State 
Athletic Commission, and four other members of the 
commission, have resigned their posts in order to “give the 
governor a free hand to make any organizational changes 
as he deems fit,” a spokesman for Gov. Goodwin J. Knight 
announced. The resignations follow on the heels of in- 
vestigations in Los Angeles and San Francisco which un- 
covered alleged “fixed” fights. The spokesman for the 
governor said that he will name a “ring czar” who will 
oversee boxing and wrestling in the state. 





WEx-Champ 
Stricken: Henry 
Armstrong, for- 
mer triple box- 
ing champion, 
rests in a Los 
Angeles hospital 
following a con- 
vulsive seizure. 
Reported “out of 
danger” by doc- 
tors, Armstrong 
is well enough to 
receive visitors 
and has ‘‘no 
brain damage.” 
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W Doggone Good 
Race: Floyd Lennox, 
Mid-American Con- 
ference spring cham- 
pion, is being pressed 
to the finish line by 
a stray dog as he an- 
chors Bowling Green 
University’s 880-yard 
relay team to victory 
in an Ohio AAU meet 
at Dayton. 
< 
Ray Will Pay Up 
Middleweight cham- 
pion Sugar Ray Rob- 
inson has agreed to 
settle his federal in- 
come debt by the end 
of the year. Robinson 
paid the government 
a substantial portion 
of his $90,708 purse 
from his fight with 
: — —- Bobo Olson. He owed 
ae ee, §=©— $89,981. 








Calif. Prep Team Cracks National Relay Mark 

A Jefferson High School of Los Angeles foursome (Henry 
Phillips, Willie White, l'erry Randall, Joe Batten) estab- 
lished a new national prep 880-yard relay record of 1:25 
at Chico, Calif., in the finals of the 1956 Calif. State High 
School meet. 


Steelers Sign Central State Star 

Lionel Reed, Central State College’s all-time ground- 
gaining champion, was signed to a professional footbail 
contract by the Pittsburgh Steelers. He averaged 12.2 
yards per carry during four years of play. 
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DeHart Hubbard Elected To Bowling Job 


' DeHart Hubbard, one-time University of Michigan 
track star and Olympic hero of more than three decades 
ago, has been elected president of the National Bowling 
Association. Hubbard, now a Federal Housing Adminis- 
tration specialist in Cleveland, was elected to succeed 
Ruben Pope, also of Cleveland. 


Two N. Y. Waiters Hold Saxton To ‘Draw’ 


Two off-duty waiters held welterweight champion 
Johnny Saxton to a “draw” in a New York street fracas. 
When one of the waiters was hesitant about moving his 
doubly-parked car on a narrow street, Saxton emerged 
from his auto and clouted Wade Nance and Samuel Wyatt 
with a baseball bat. Nance got a lug wrench from his car 
and began hitting Saxton, who fled home to call police. 
All three were jailed on assault charges. 





0) A Kiss For The 
Cup: Althea Gib- 
son, the United 
States’ only big 
winner on the 
European tennis 
circuit this spring, 
happily kisses the 
cup she has just 
received for win- 
ning the women’s 
singles title in the 
French Interna- 
tional Tennis 
championships. 
She defeated An- 
gela Mortimer of 
England, 6-0, 12-10. 

















.. Mr. and Mrs. 
Johnny Bratton. 


By A. S. “DOC” YOUNG 


Five years ago, when 
Johnny Bratton was 23 
years old and ruler of 
America’s’ welterweight 
kingdom, he had a capital 
idea. 

“T want to make money 
fast enough so I can retire 
when I’m 27,” he said. “I’m 
not going to fight too long. 
You fight too long, you 
maybe lose your marbles. 
Get punchy. That'll never 
happen to me.” 

But last week, in Chicago, 
there was this sad news: 


THE TRAGIC CASE OF 





Fighter’s mother, Mrs. Aletha 
Bratton, is upset by his illness. 
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Johnny Bratton was ad- 
judged “incompetent” and 
was committed to a mental 
hospital, where doctors will 
attempt to repair his mind. 
He was, doctors said, the 
victim of a “very serious 
nervous breakdown” or 
“mixed psychosis.” 

Once a proud monarch of 
the ring, Johnny, at 28, 
was a pathetic, penniless 
ward of the state who had 
been strait-jacketed to sub- 
due his violence, who found 
perhaps his greatest recent 
pleasure in the big, thick 
milkshake a former man- 
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ager brought to him at a Chicago hospital. Just before 
he left for the Manteno (Ill.) State Hospital, Johnny 
spoke in a small voice. “I kind of hope,” he said, “that 
they can help me.” 

This was another sad saga from a sport which, for 
many months now, has produced little excepting an oc- 
casional Hurricane Jackson fight to make a fan smile. 

In many ways, this was another tragic case from the 
annals of boxing’s brutality. But in one way, it was 
unique. “An electroencephalogram showed no outstand- 
ing brain damage,” a psychiatrist, Dr. Clarence Geary, 
explained. “Therefore, Bratton’s illness is not due to the 
beatings he suffered as a boxer.” 

His illness, it seemed instead, 
was due to personai beatings he 
suffered outside the ring. 

“T feel that Bratton is worried 
about a few things he doesn’t 


JOHNNY BRATTON 


want to discuss,” Dr. Geary said. 

“He suffered many disappoint- 
ments in boxing,” his mother, 
Mrs. Aletha Bratton, explained. . - 

“He had managerial troubles.” Bratton ... after Gav- 

“Being broke, worrying con- ‘an beat him in 1953. 
stantly, was a little rough,” said 
his first manager, Howard Frazier, referring to Johnny’s 
latter days. “He was just a kid. He never understood 
what happened.” 

The Johnny Bratton story is a tale of quick, flashing 
success and long, agonizing failures. 

Back in 1944, when Johnny turned pro, he was a picture 
fighter who showed fancy footwork, fast hands, and excit- 
ing kayo power. Before he was 21, he earned $300,000 
and developed a love for the huge life. He wore $300 over- 
coats, $200 suits, $40 hats. “He used to buy Cadillacs the 
way you’d buy a glass of water,” his wife said once. He 
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Bratton (l.) was almost through in 1954, when Chico Varona 
beat him. Previously, Gavilan hit him 867 times in a fight. 


was handsome; he could paradiddle on the drums; and 
he liked it when his fans reverently called him “Honey 
Boy.” But Johnny never quite fulfilled his promise. 

He broke with Frazier and went elsewhere seeking guid- 
ance. He won the disputed National Boxing Association’s 
welterweight title in a March, 1951, fight with Charley 
Fusari, but lost it two months later to Kid Gavilan. He 
picked up the tag “in-and-outer.” Sometimes he fought 
like a champion, at other times like a novice. Trainer 
Larry Amadee once attributed this strange habit of John- 
ny’s to a “psychological freeze-up.” Once he fought so 
poorly the Pennsylvania State Athletic Commission fined 
him $3,000. 

Yet by nature, Johnny was a proud, cocky, competitive 
man. He just couldn’t beat trouble. Trouble followed 
him like a dirty-faced, begging street urchin. 

He had brittle bones. Three times fighters broke his 
jaw. He broke his fist. As a kid who disliked school, he 
contracted an early marriage which his parents had 
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annulled. Periodically, his first wife, Cleodora, tied up 
his purses on behalf of herself and their daughter, 
Dana. Uncle Sam tied up his purses with income tax liens. 

By 1955 Johnny Bratton was only a seldom-heard 
name, a symbol of a lost bet. 

“He was notorious for being in debt,” said a New 
York fighter who preferred anonymity. “He’d bet on 
himself and lose. He was deep in hock to gamblers.” 

There was a rumor that Johnny had taken to dope. 
“T looked for needle holes on his arm,” Frazier said, “but 
there were none. I think maybe he’s been smoking some 
reefers, though.” 

Yet, behind these clouds some sun still shines. Doctors 
believe Johnny’s mind can be repaired. He retains a few 
true-blue friends. And in Detroit, where Johnny had been 
living recently, his pretty, 26-year-old second wife, Jo- 
anne, works to support herself and their six-year-old 








boy, Derek. 
“T only hope that Johnny can get well,” she said with 
t. feeling in a modulated voice. “I’m going to do all I can 


to help him. I’ll be waiting for him to come home.” 








| a] 
, he ! In his heyday, Bratton favored flashy cars, like this Jaguar. 
had Now he’s broke, but he still owes U. S. on income taz bills. 









Name Negro Captain Of Harvard Track Team 

A Boston Negro, Richard Wharton, has been named 
captain of the Harvard University track and field team 
for the 1956-57 season. Son of a U. S. State Department 
official, Clifton R. Wharton Sr., the young star specializes 
in the 880-yard run, but also competes in the 220-yard and 
440-yard events. 


LSU Board Kills Jim Crow Resolution 

- By a 7-all tie vote, the Louisiana State Board of Super- 
visors killed a resolution which would have prohibited 
LSU teams from competing against Negroes. A majority 
vote was needed for approval. 


Wins Hawaiian Honor 

An all-around Negro 
sports star, Skippy Dyer, 
was named the outstanding 
athlete at the University of 
Hawaii for the 1955-56 
school term. Leading rusher 
and top scorer on the 
school’s grid team, Dyer 
also starred as a sprinter. 
He reportedly has received 
baseball offers from the 
Pittsburgh Pirates and Mil- 
waukee Braves. 


< 


A Short Record: Ron 
Gregory, 18-year-old St. 
Louis high school senior, 
shows off form which 
earned him a short-lived 
U. S. prep record for the 
mile run. Gregory set a 
new record of 4:19.2, but 
later the same’ afternoon 
an Illinois track star broke 
Ron’s new mark. 
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INSIDE SPORTS 


By A. S. “*Doc’”’ Young 


The people rated Johnny Saxton a notch higher 
on the fistic totem pole after he slashed Gil Turner 
edgewise, cross-wise, and inside at Chicago Stadium 
a while back. Oh, for sure, there were boos from some 
of the folk who seem to make a career out of giving 
New York’s Johnny the Bronx cheer and the cat- 
call. There was some controversy when a commis- 
sion doctor ordered the bout stopped after the ninth 
round because Gil was bleeding excessively. But the 
majority had to admit: Johnny fought a good fight. 
He was superbly conditioned. He was no octopus in 
the ring. 

A day or so before the fight, Johnny was talk- 
ing about his fighting style and the unreason- 
able dislike fans seem to hold for him. “They 
want me to be a bang-bang type of fighter,” he 
said. “They want me to fight like De Marco. Let’s 
face it—I’m in this business to win. I’m a boxer. 
What good is the fight business if you end up 
with your brains knocked out? The boxers stay 
in business—the sluggers finish early.” 


There was logic in Saxton’s words. In all prob- 
ability, he never will please those whose chief joy in 
life is watching “you and him” fighting when it’s 
your (or his) blood flowing freely. Already they’re 
set to second-guess welterweight champion Johnny’s 
rematch with Carmen Basilio. Maybe this is impor- 
tant: Basilio has had more than a hundred stitches 
taken in his face. He didn’t get the scars from 
bee-stings. If he’s bleeding again when the bout 
ends, please believe this: he got hit by Saxtcn. 
Sure Carmen is an aggressor. But always when he 
comes in, he leaves his face hanging out. 
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Singer Roy Hamilton developed what 
was described as a “lung condition” bor- 
dering on tuberculosis and was forced to 
give up his $200,000-a-year career. The 
26-year-old Jersey City baritone cancelled 
all bookings and was hospitalized at New 
York Hospital for “three to four months.” 
Hamilton’s personal manager, Bill Cook, 
said the young singer is now under treat- 
p ment and in semi-retirement. Cook ex- 

Hamilton plained that the ex-choir singer, who rose 
from occasional $5-a-night jobs in Newark, N. J., saloons to 
a $200,000 attraction, has cancelled bookings worth $500,000 
through 1957. 





tives at Accra, poet oc of Africa’s Gold Coast, jazz trum- 
peter Louis (Satchmo) Armstrong and his trombonist 
Trummie Young (1.) take off on Muskrat Ramble while 
African trumpeters join in. 
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Wi Share Spelling 
Title: Declared 
winners of $32,000 
each on CBS-TV’s 
$64,000 Challenge 
after both spelled 
final words cor- 
rectly, Andy Doug- 
lass, 12, and Gloria 
Lockerman, 13, 
spelling champs, 
congratulate each 
other. Instead of 
spell-off, sponsor 
split jackpot. 


Hampton Band Files $3 Million Bus Crash Suit 

A $3 million negligence suit was filed by Lionel Hamp- 
ton, his wife, Gladys, and 27 members of his orchestra 
against the Charter Coach Corp. of Newark and the Fire- 
stone Tire Co. as a result of a bus accident near Socorro, 
N. M., last October. The bus, in which the troupe was 
riding, blew its right front tire, hit a roadbank and landed 
in a culvert, injuring Hampton and several others, includ- 
ing the driver of the bus, who died later. The suit charges 








' that the bus was being operated “at an excessive and im- 


proper rate of speed.” 


Errol Garner Released From N. Y. Hospital 

Jazz pianist Errol Garner was discharged from Lenox 
Hill Hospital in New York after two weeks of treatment 
for a brain concussion received in the collision of two 
taxicabs. Doctors said a small blood clot on Garner’s 
brain cleared up satisfactorily with no complications. 
Garner said he will resume his interrupted engagements 
at the Blackhawk Restaurant in San Francisco in mid- 
June. Earlier, doctors feared an operation might be neces- 
sary to relieve the clot and restore Garner’s damaged re- 
flexes and equilibrium, but intensive treatment and the 


| complete rest removed the need for surgery. 
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United Artists Hires Negro Woman Press Agent 

Mary Kinckle Dammond, former New York YWCA 
promotion director, was appointed by United Artists to 
set up liaison contact with the Negro press for the motion 
picture company. Mrs. Dammond was associated with 
the Conde Nast Co. before she accepted the job with UA. 


Vegas Nitery To Pay Sammy Davis $25,000 A Week 

Night club star Sammy Davis Jr. signed to receive $25,000 
a week at Las Vegas’ Sands Hotel under a two-year con- 
tract. The signing by Jack Entratter caused a hassel in 
the Strip hotel owners’ ranks. Executives at the New Fron. 
tier, where the entertainer has previously appeared, 
threatened to withdraw from the Resort Hotel Associa- 
tion, of which Entratter is president, but later withdrew 
the demand. 
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bX} Photo Winner: After Dolores Harris (1.) was secretly Mc 


photographed and her picture identified by her parents} Be 
on a New York TV show, Uptown Camera Exchange ownet s 
John Velasco and Ed Bassuk (r.) advertising manager for} Ho 
DeJUR-AMSCO Corp., which sponsored show, wait in vain} car 
for Dolores to pick up home movie-making outfit as prize. 
Dolores didn’t show because she had chicken pox. 
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A Wins $20,000 Air Crash Damages: Awarded $20,000 for 
personal damages suffered in the crash of a National Air- 
lines plane in 1952, singer-actress Mildred Smith leaves a 
New York court building. Jury refused to grant her an- 
other $480,000 damages claimed for loss of earnings. 


Top Music Stars Slated For Mass. Jazz Festival 

A series of 23 concerts were announced for the Festival 
of Jazz and Folk Music to be held from July to Septem- 
ber 2 in the Music Barn at Lenox, Mass. Among the per- 
formers scheduled to appear are Louis Armstrong, Count 
Basie, Duke Ellington, Art Tatum, Sarah Vaughan, the 
Modern Jazz Quartet and Josh White. 


Belafonte Undergoes Vocal Cord Operation 

Singer Harry Belafonte entered New York’s Montefiore 
Hospital for an operation to widen his vocal chords, and 
cancelled out a five-week engagement at the Starlight 
Roof of the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. He will have to remain 
quiet from four to six weeks as a result of the operation. 
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BUDDING BAND SINGER 


MIMI TYLER SHOWS PROMISE 


In the mod- 
ern age of the 
free lance 
singer, sultry 
Mimi Tyler, 
106 well-dis- 
tributed 
pounds of 
night club 
dynamite, is 
carving her 
show busi- 
ness niche the 
old-fashioned 
way—as a 
band vocalist. 

As a five- 
Me. iit foot two-inch 
Singing on bandstand, Mimi Tyler is blues singer 
backed by saxophonist- -husband, Jimmy. with the Jim- 
my Tyler Orchestra, Mimi weaves among the cus- 
tomers in a size seven gown, singing sexy ditties, or 
displays her versatility by playing a back-beat on 
drums while saxophonist Tyler, whom she married 
in 1954, takes off on Flyin’ Home. She can, should 
occasion demand, play maracas, conga drums and 
timbals. 

North Carolina-born Mimi, 22, started singing pro- 
fessionally more by accident than design. She went 
to Washington, D. C., for a college education, began 
work as a Treasury Dept. clerk to earn money and, 
on a friend’s suggestion, sang one night with a band 
playing a Howard University dance. Mimi then be- 
came a free lance singer until she joined Tyler’s 
band in 1952. 
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A A boxing champ will be 
served with a summons 
secured by a Harlem inte- 
rior decorator who charges 
he failed to pay for work 
done in his home. She also 
says he slandered her. 


A Ray Nance, one of Duke 
Ellington’s musicians, re- 
ceived a suspended sen- 
tence in a New York court, 
where he faced a narcotics 
rap. 


A Joe Wells, who dropped 
over $5,000 on oldtime sing- 
er Orlando Robeson’s come- 
back, is seeking a buyer for 
his Harlem chicken shack. 
He plans to buy a home in 
Haiti. 

A Sherman Billingsley, 
who previously frowned on 
Negro patronage, let down 
the Jim Crow barriers at 
his famous Stork Club. The 
National Assn. of Fashion 
and Accessory Designers 
will give a $25-per-person 
cocktail party at the swank 
nitery June 16. 
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A Book censors in Boston 
are reading advance copies 
of Billie Holiday’s autobiog- 
raphy. It could be banned 
in Beantown because of its 
frank and blushing lan- 
guage. 


A One of the top rock ’n’ 
roll groups has been barred 
from several theaters and 
night clubs because in their 
act they joked about the 
President’s heart attack. 


A Ex-champ Ezzard Charles 
tells friends he’ll stay in 
the ring until he raises 
$25,000 to pay for the reno- 
vation of the Cincinnati 
supper club he recently 
bought. 


A Former track star Ros- 
coe Browne was quizzed by 
police in the death of a 
blonde white girl whose 
body was found on singer 
Mabel Mercer’s New York 
suburban estate. Roscoe, a 
houseguest, discovered the 
body lying on the Mercer 
lawn. 


63 











x ioe 
George Shearing ...John Levy 
A Commitments of his 
European tour prevented 
Billy Daniels from return- 
ing Stateside for the fu- 
neral of his father, A. W. 
Daniels, who died of a 
heart attack on May 13 in 
Jacksonville, Fla. The elder 
Daniels was a retired mail- 
man. 


A One of Harlem’s big in- 
terracial marriages is about 
to bust up. She knows all 
about his affairs with other 
women. 


A Bandleader Benny Green 
and booking agent Dick 
Boone exchanged blows 
over money matters. Boone 
claimed the horn - blower 
owed his agency commis- 
sions. 
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A When George Shearing 
was sworn in as a U.S. cit- 
izen, he insisted that his 
Negro manager, John Levy, 
appear with him as a char- 
acter witness. 


A A member of The Tur- 
bans quartet was arrested 
in Baltimore for possession 
of a gun. The group con- 
tinued their engagements 
as a trio. 


A Teen-age bandleader Cal 
Green will be given the 
keys to the city when he 
returns to Houston as the 
“local boy who made good.” 


A Sonny Woods, singer 
with the Midnighters quar- 
tet, and New Jersey model 
Beatrice Ford have set the 
wedding date. 


A Argene Scott, pretty De- 
troit nurse who was a Miss 
Subway selection, makes 
her debut as a dancer in 
producer Ziggy Johnson’s 
annual dance school revue 
at the Latin Quarter. 


A Ex-nightclubsinger Julia 
Hunter, now a government 
clerk, is writing love notes 
to wealthy Los Angeles real 
estate agent Bud Marshall, 
whom she met while vaca- 
tioning there. 
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H. Reynolds 


Cecil Moore 


A A political setback was 
handed veteran Philly Re- 
publican Hobson Reynolds 
by young criminal lawyer 
Cecil Moore, who polled a 
record vote to become an 
alternate delegate to the 
GOP convention in San 
Francisco, Calif. 


A The Al Dunmores (he’s 
the Courier’s Florida editor) 
are buying baby clothes. 
She’s singer-pianist Jo 
Thompson. 


A The Bill Sawyers (he 
owns Miami’s Mary Eliza- 
beth Hotel) are preparing 
for a stork visit. 


A Betty Sinclair, Errol 
Garner’s ex-wife, heads the 
floor show at the Hitching 
Post Inn at Danbury, Conn. 


A Garfield Lillard Jr., a 
senior at Tennessee State 
University, received the 
Wall Street Journal’s stu- 
dent award of the year. 








, 4: 
JoThompson Benjamin Mays 


A Dr. Benjamin F. Mays, 
president of Morehouse Col- 
lege, is heading a drive to 
raise $200,000 to build a 
new recreation center on 
the sprawling Atlanta cam- 
pus. 


A Harlem socialite Wendy 
Amos will desert the ranks 
of the gay divorcees when 
she becomes the wife of Dr. 
Terry Evans, a dentist. 


A It’s a hot romance be- 
tween singer Bunny Mor- 
gan and Floyd (Wonderful) 
Smith, guitarist with Wild 
Bill Davis’ jazz outfit. 


A A one-man “Scottsboro 
case” has developed in Las 
Vegas against a Negro Air 
Force GI. He was arrested 
and within a period of 24 
hours was sentenced to five 
years in jail for the alleged 
rape of a rich white woman. 
He didn’t have a lawyer. 
—MaAJor ROBINSON 
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Nat Cole To Make 4th Appearance On Sullivan Show 

Singer Nat (King) Cole will make his 
fourth 1956 appearance on CBS-TV’s Ed 
Sullivan Show (Sunday, June 10, at 8 
p.m., EDT). Currently starring in a 
dramatic acting role in Universal-Inter- 
national’s forthcoming movie, Jstanbul, 
Cole is slated for a July opening at Los 
Angeles’ swank Coconut Grove. Others 
scheduled to appear on radio and tele- 
vision this week include: Nat Cole 








The Colts rock and roll quartet, on Stage Show (Saturday, 
June 9, at 8:30 p.m., EDT) on CBS-TV. 


Ella Fitzgerald on Basin Street Jazz (Friday, June 8, at 
9:30 p.m., EDT) on CBS radio. 


Maxine Sullivan on the Woolworth Hour (Sunday, June 10, 
at 1 p.m., EDT) on CBS radio. 


Maria Cole on The Howard Miller Show (Friday, June 8, 
at 11:45 a.m., EDT) on CBS radio. 


Floyd Patterson vs. Tommy (Hurricane) Jackson in a 12- 
round heavyweight bout (Friday, June 8, at 10 p.m., EDT) 
on CBS-TV. 
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